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Changing World, Evolving Species.

Darwin noticed a group of birds living on the Galapagos Islands. The birds were finches1 from South America, they quickly established a large population on the islands. In South America, this type of finch ate only seeds. However, because no predators of the finch were on the Galapagos Islands, the little birds thrived2. Soon, they overpopulated themselves, there were not enough seeds for every bird. To remedy the competition for food, some finches began to eat insects instead of only seeds. Now, some finches on the Galapagos Islands eat only insects and no seeds. Some even evolved into cactus eaters. 
Although the finches on the Galapagos Islands all have a common ancestor that either flew or floated to the newly formed land masses, they became geographically isolated, which meant they were reproductively isolated from each other. Because the finches on separate islands did not mate, the island birds now are genetically different and varied from the original ancestor.


 Donna Rae Siegfried, Biology…, 2001.
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